Guide to McGuireWoods' Legal Ethics Opinion Summaries
This database contains privately prepared summaries of legal ethics opinions issued by the Virginia State Bar Standing Committee on Legal Ethics and the American Bar Association Standing Committee on Ethics and Professional Responsibility.
The database attempts to include all ethics opinions recognized by the Virginia State Bar after reorganization of Virginia's legal ethics opinions in 1983.  Unfortunately, there are some gaps in the numbering system that the Virginia Bar apparently cannot explain.  Fortunately, most of those gaps occurred several decades ago. 
The database includes summaries of all of the formal American Bar Association legal ethics opinions.  It does not include all of the informal ABA legal ethics opinions.

Some legal ethics opinion summaries have been explicitly overruled.  Others have been rendered obsolete or otherwise affected by rules changes or later legal ethics opinions.  These summaries contain bracketed comments explaining some of these changes or effects, but may not have captured all of them.  Any user should conduct his or her own research into the current status of any ethics opinions or ethics principles, and can also contact the Virginia State Bar for assistance.

There are several ways to use the database.  
First, users can find the pertinent topic by searching in the Topical Table of Contents (organized in outline form), or in the List of Topics (organized in numeric order).  Users finding the appropriate topic can pull up all of the Virginia and ABA LEO summaries on that topic.  The display for the pertinent topic will have columns for the LEO number, the other topics in which the summary appears, the summary of the legal ethics opinion and the opinion's date.  Clicking on the column headers allows users to display the summaries by LEO number order or date order (or in reverse order).  Because the Virginia Bar sometimes held up issuance of an opinion to which a number was already assigned, the numeric order does not exactly match the chron order.

Second, users can use the adjustable date range to display all the summaries of LEOs from whatever date range the users select.  For instance, searching for all the summaries from 1983 to today will display all of the summaries in the database.  Users can then click on the column headers to organize the displayed summary by LEO number order or date order (or in reverse order).
Third, users can search for a specific legal ethics opinion by number or by searching for key words in the summary.
If you find any mistakes, or have any questions or suggestions, please contact McGuireWoods lawyer Tom Spahn (tspahn@mcguirewoods.com).

\32330608.1


